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Arizona recognizes that all children
are unique, that they learn differently,
and that each child should have the op-
portunity to attend the school that
will help him learn to love learning and
succeed. I hope other States will look
at Arizona’s example as they expand
school choice. I am pleased President
Trump has made school choice a pri-
ority by nominating Betsy DeVos to
lead the Department of Education.

——

IN SUPPORT OF THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

(Mr. KEATING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, let
me share with you and the Members an
Affordable Care Act story from
Gwyneth Packard, from my hometown
of Bourne, Massachusetts. Gwyneth
contacted me to tell me about her
uncle, Wayne Dickason.

It was Thanksgiving 2015, and Wayne
went to see his doctor because he was
not feeling well. His doctor ran some
tests. The next day, Wayne received an
unnerving call asking him to come
back in. Before he could make the next
appointment, Wayne’s insurance pro-
vider called his employer to inform the
company that its rates would be going
up because one of its employees had
cancer. Wayne had been a computer
technician at his company for 18 years.
His boss knew he had not been feeling
well, so it was not hard for him to fig-
ure out which employee was the cause
since Wayne was the only one who was
sick. At work the next day, Wayne’s
boss called him into the office and said
he was laying him off because his com-
pany couldn’t afford the new premium.

Thankfully, Wayne was able to pur-
chase coverage through the insurance
exchange. Wayne saw his doctor, got
his official diagnosis, and began formu-
lating a plan. Because he was able to
purchase health care, even with his
having preexisting conditions, Wayne
got the lifesaving surgery he needed.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND
AMENDMENT

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNN. Madam Speaker, when I
ran for Congress, I made a promise to
hang my family’s Revolutionary War
musket in my office as a steadfast re-
minder of the reason I am here in
Washington: to support and defend the
Constitution and to honor those who
have fought for the Constitution and
those who continue to fight for our
freedom. We must never forget how
precious our constitutional rights are,
and the right to bear arms is one of the
most important because that right en-
sures our ability to defend all of our
rights.

As a veteran of the United States
Army and as a life member of the NRA,
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I will fight in Congress to defend our
right to bear arms. It is a special honor
to represent the great people of the
Second District of Florida and to fight
for their conservative values in Con-
gress.
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STOP THE CRADLE-TO-GRAVE
NEGLECT

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, as the House begins consider-
ation of H.R. 7, I rise in solidarity with
the women of the world. I rise in out-
rage at yet another attempt to control
our bodies and our access to quality
care.

Madam Speaker, it is my body. It
doesn’t belong to this House. I alone
bear the burden, pain, and joy that it
brings. Please stop trying to regulate
my reproductive organs. They belong
to me.

Have you ever had a menstrual pe-
riod? Have you ever felt the unbearable
pain in every bone of your body during
childbirth?

Madam Speaker, there are millions
of mothers living in inadequate public
housing and trailer parks, raising their
children alone. And we are here to con-
sider anti-choice bills that restrict ac-
cess to women’s care?

If the Republican House passes H.R.
7, will it support universal pre-K and
Head Start? Will this House reform fos-
ter care and stop greasing the prison
pipeline with unwanted children?

It seems to me that this Republican
House cares about babies right up until
the minute they are born into the
world, and then they disappear and
desert the children forever. It is time
to stop the cradle-to-grave neglect.

How many more anti-choice bills do
we need to put on the floor before we
do what is important to build a soci-
ety?

Madam Speaker, we need to give
women and their families and their
doctors the ability to make decisions
for their bodies. Leave my body alone.

———
HONORING RUTH SAMUELSON

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that I stand here to
share with you a few words about
North Carolina’s dear friend, Ruth
Samuelson.

Ruth was only 57 when she went to
glory yesterday morning. Her grace in
the fight against cancer was a trait
that was seen in her life as a wife of 35
years to Ken, as a mom, and as a public
servant.

It was this strength rooted in her
Christian faith that provided her with
the grace to lead and to champion
causes that she held dear. Although
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Ruth worked in the often divided world
of politics, she garnered respect from
all sides.

This week we will discuss an issue
that was very dear to Ruth: the right
to life. She fought hard for the lives of
the unborn with heart and compassion
that earned admiration from all.

Her grace and leadership will forever
continue to inspire all she encountered.

I would like to end with a passage of
significance to Ruth and her husband,
Ken. It is from Matthew 6:33:

“But seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you.”

We will miss you, Ruth, but we know
that you have been added to the King-
dom of God.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN). The Chair will remind all
persons in the gallery that they are
here as guests of the House and that
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation
of the rules of the House.

A WOMAN’S RIGHT AND LIBERTY
TO MAKE OWN HEALTH DECISIONS

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to speak against H.R. 7, the
No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion and
Abortion Insurance Full Disclosure
Act.

We are here to represent all of our
constituents, even the ones we don’t
agree with. It should be the woman
alone who makes the decision, not Re-
publicans, not Democrats, not the
Trump administration, no one but the
woman and her doctor.

I support choice so every woman in
America could make the decision that
is right for her, her family, her God,
her health, and her reproduction.

Creating access issues and removing
coverage does not stop abortions; it
drives them underground. H.R. 7 essen-
tially creates a disparity between poor
women and rich women.

For women, children, foster youth,
for the LGBT community, for the mid-
dle class, working class, poor people,
people of color, undocumented resi-
dents, and people who see health care
as a right and not as a privilege for
those who can afford it, they should
have the right and liberty to make
their own health decisions.

———

THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL
CHOICE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, this week marks Na-
tional School Choice Week, an oppor-
tunity to recognize the importance of
providing families choice in education.
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